CITY OF DUCKTOWN
P.O. BOX 506

DUCKTOWN, TENNESSEE   37326

AUGUST 2010 MINUTES

     The Board of City Commissioners met in regular session on August 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Talley presiding.  The meeting was opened by the Pledge to the Flag and Invocation by Commissioner Collins.  Roll call consisted of James Talley, Mayor, Commissioner Doug Collins and Commissioner Brad Miller.

I:   Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the previous meeting minutes, as distributed.  Commissioner Miller seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes, Commissioner Miller yes.

II:  REPORTS FROM THE BOARD:

1. Mayor reported:  trash cans and soap dispensers have been purchased making the restrooms complete at the park.

2. The youth program ended the third week in July, Mayor thanked Lori Raper for being over the workers and Tennessee Workforce for making the program available for the youth again this year.

3. The sidewalk project was suppose to begin on August 3rd, but engineer still working on some change orders, Contractors is ready to start, could be next week.

4. Housing Authority working with the development district on a grant to bring the senior housing up to ADA standards, new roofing, and a pavilion, should know something in September.
5. Mayor received instruction documents for the TDOT Enhancement Grant for the 68/64 beautification project, should get started in early fall.

6.  Mayor attended the Trail Grant workshop on July 14th, everything still on go.

7. Mayor received the contract for the EECBG grant for Solar Project, has to be signed, and should be sent back to us in a month or less.

8. Commissioner Collins stated that the July 4th events went well, Miners and Company Workers reunion was a success, oldest person there was 99 years old.  The rented golf carts really helped with the elderly and disabled, getting them to the reunion and other events.

III: OLD BUSINESS:

1. There was a discussion on the rehab estimate, no decision made at this time, the Mayor stated he would get some estimates on repairing more than what was on the bid sheet, so they would know exactly how much to get from the Ducktown Revolving Loan Fund.  Commissioners agreed to table this matter until next meeting.

2.  There was a discussion on the rental fees for the park pavilion and city room.  MTAS sent some information to look over.  Mayor Talley said a deposit should be included for any clean up fees and would be returned if the property is cleaned up after event.  Commissioner Miller made a motion to charge $25.00 to rent and a $25.00 deposit.  Mayor Talley seconded the motion and stated a lease agreement and a resolution setting the final fees and regulations would have to be drawn up.  Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes, Commissioner Miller yes.

IV:  NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Ray Ford, President and CEO for the Hospital presented a financial report showing some improvements in revenue, but said the rockslide really hurt the hospital since they couldn’t import patients from Cleveland and Chattanooga, and the surgeons and specialist couldn’t come see their patients so there were fewer appointments.   He stated that if the patient volume comes back up, this will help bring in more revenue and the hospital could bring back laid-off employees.

2.  Mayor Talley stated that General Hospital board member, Joan Pack, had resigned as of August 1, 2010 and someone needed to be appointed to finish her term out which is a six-year term.  Keith Ballew with the hospital said the hospital board would be meeting on August 25th and needed to get a list of nominees before appointment is made.  Mayor Talley recommended that a city commissioner be appointed to the board and made a motion to appoint Commissioner Doug Collins to fill the term of Joan Pack.  Commissioner Miller seconded the motion.  Motion passed. Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes, Commissioner Miller yes.
3. Mayor Talley stated he had talked with Dr. Pate about purchasing the building he has leased for a dentist office, need to come up with a price, but until they do his lease will be renewed.  Mayor Talley made a motion to renew Dr. Richard Pate’s lease for one-year at the same rent of $400.00 per month.  Commissioner Collins seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes, Commissioner Miller yes.
V:   Mayor Talley had two more items to discuss and made a motion to suspend the rules of the meeting adding the two items to the agenda.  Commissioner Collins seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes and Commissioner Miller yes.
1. Copper Basin Medical Center loan needs renewing and request the loan be changed so that the hospital can pay monthly payments, with 1st year payments approximately in the amount of $15,201.00 for ten years.  Mayor Talley made a motion to approve the loan renewing and changes.  Commissioner Miller seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes and Commissioner Miller yes.
2. Mayor Talley stated that large trash containers are needed at the pavilion, some that would be permanent, maybe like the forest service has.  Commissioners agreed to let Mayor Talley get some prices and see what kind would be the best.
VI:  FROM THE FLOOR:

1. There were several citizens attending, Edsel Deal, Linda Higdon, John Fowler, Janice, all concerned with the overgrown lots, run down houses and cats which is a health hazard for all the citizens.  Mayor Talley stated that some letters will be sent to owners of the lots and that he would talk to several of the owners himself and sees that something is done.

2. Janice that lives on Chestnut Street thanked the employees for fixing the pot holes at the post office and the water problem at Dawn Standridge’s house and ask if they could cut the bank at the curve on Chestnut street.  It is dangerous for drivers, due to the high grass.
VII: ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1. Workshop- none this month

2. Planning Commission the 19th at 6:00 p.m.

3. Events Committee on the 26th at 7:00 p.m.

With no further business, Mayor Talley made a motion to adjourn at 9:07 p.m. seconded by Commissioner Miller.  Vote was unanimous.
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