CITY OF DUCKTOWN
P.O. BOX 506

DUCKTOWN, TENNESSEE   37326

JULY 2008 MINUTES

     The Board of City Commissioners met in regular session on July 3, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Talley presiding.  The meeting was opened by the Pledge to the Flag and Invocation by Commissioner Collins.  Roll consisted of Mayor James Talley, Commissioner Doug Collins, and Commissioner Brad Miller.

I:   Commissioner Miller made a motion to approve the minutes as distributed.  Commissioner Collins seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes, Commissioner Miller yes.

II:   REPORTS FROM THE BOARD:

1. ARC Grant approved for the West Main Street project with a matching fund of $125,857.00.

2. Should know something by August 13th if the TDOT Grant for the West Main Street will be approved, this would help on the matching fund for the project.

3. Mayor talked with Kim Harpe about the Main Street/Highway 68 project, still waiting on approval on design.  Requires an engineer planner that is not a contractor that will be bidding on the job. 

4.  All documents have been finalized on the Cell Tower, just waiting on the company.

5. Park tables and benches are in, just need to be installed.  Steve Martin to give a quoted to do the job.

6. Fireworks are in for the July celebration, all documents signed and permits has been received from the TML Insurance Company.

7. The bid opening on the Isabella/Kimsey DairyRd. Water project was on June 24th at 2:00 with Hampton Construction being the lowest bidder.  The pre-construction meeting should be soon.

8. Mayor stated the city should get paperwork started on another CDBG grant for any future projects.

9. Southeast Development is still working on the documents for the hospital building.

10. Mayor attended the TML conference on the 24th of June, everything went very well.

11. Commissioner Collins stated everything was on track for the miner’s homecoming, stage needed decorating.

12. BMX will be having races on Thursday and Saturday.

13. Several vendors will be setting up for the miner’s homecoming.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Commissioner Collins made a motion to adopt the tax rate ordinance changing the tax rate for 2008 taxes to $.35 (thirty-five cents) per one-hundred dollar value.  Commissioner Miller seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes, Commissioner Miller yes.
2. Commissioner Miller made a motion to adopt the 2008-2009 budget.  Mayor Talley seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes, Commissioner Miller yes.(Attached)
3. Mayor Talley gave the final reading of the Street Closing Ordinance being #62 and made a motion to approve the ordinance.  Commissioner Miller seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes, Commissioner Miller yes.

4. There was a short discussion on the city attorney with Mayor Talley making a motion to appoint James V. Johnstone to be the city attorney for the fiscal year and an agreement will be drawn up to re-appoint or appoint a city attorney, annually.  The retainer fee will remain at $150.00 a month.  Commissioner Miller seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes, Commissioner Miller yes.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Mayor Talley made a motion to give the city employees a cost-of-living raise of 3%.  Commissioner Miller seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes, Commissioner Miller yes.

2. Commissioners agreed to give the four gospel group bands a donation of $100.00 each and pay the other two bands, one-$200.00 and the other $700.00 for the miner’s homecoming music.

3. Mayor discussed the Hospital District Board and stated they would be getting a consultant from a company to do a study on the hospital and they are asking to use some of the funds that the city has agreed to pay for legal help, to help pay the weekly expense for room and board for the consultants.  Mayor Talley made a motion to let them use the money for room and board expenses, and will be reimbursed if not used for this reason.  Commissioner Collins seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Mayor Talley yes, Commissioner Collins yes, Commissioner Miller yes.
4. Mayor Talley discussed a Tree Grant which would be a 50/50 match and the city would have to establish a Tree Board that would also recognize Arbor Day.  There would have to be a study on the city to decide what types of trees would be planted.

ANNOUCMENTS:

1. City workshop the 15th at 6:00 p.m.

2. Planning Commission the 17th at 6:00p.m.

3. Event Committee the 24th at 7:00 p.m. 

4. Park Committee open

With no further business Commissioner Collins made a motion to adjourn at 7:50 p.m.

Commissioner Miller seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous.
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MARTY FOWLER-CITY CLERK
